
Welcome/Introductions
Basic Blues Information Good Moring Blues
12 0 bar blues – Hound Dog, Everyday I have the Blues
Johnny B. Goode – Straight Blues
Kansas City - Shuffle
Folsom Prison
Key to the Highway – An 8 bar blues
Midnight Hour
That’ll Be The Day
Blues Scale in D and up the neck
Route 66

Blues -

November, 2019

Linda Lou – Jump Jive and Wail
Summertime – A minor blues
The Thrill Is Gone – B.B. King
Shake Rattle and Roll
San Francisco Bay Blues
Medley – Hound Dog/Shake Rattle and Roll
Frankie and Johnny
Blue Suede Shoes
Pride and Joy
Nobody Knows You When You’re Down and Out.
Happy Trails/Aloha Oe

Note – We may not get to all of the songs.  

B. B. King

Robert Johnson

Eric Clapton

In many of the songs there is additional 
information.  This is for the advanced players.



Basic Blues
•While the blues has many progressions the 

most common in the 12-bar progression.  
• There are a number of variations to the 12-

bar blues.  We will play songs that cover 
some of these variations.
• But the blues goes far beyond just the 12-

Bar blues.  We will cover some of these.
•Will also cover the blues scale in at least 2 

keys.
• Below is a very basic 12-bar blues in the key 

of A.
• Note that the chords are all 7th chords!!
•What is the definition of blues?
• Are all ‘Blues’ songs sad.

Good Morning Blues 
       A7 
4/4||:  Good morning blues  | blues how do you | do?     |    | 
 
D7            A7 
  Good morning blues  | blues how do you | do?     |    I’m | 
 
E7                  D7      A7            E7 
Doing all right good |  morning how are  |  you?       |            : || 
 



12 Bar Blues 
 
The 12 bar blues usually uses the following format: 
 
(In the Key of A) 
 
4/4  ||: A7   | (D7)   |  (A7)   |     | D7   |      |  A7    |    |  E7  | D7  | A7  | (E7)  :|| 
 First 4 bars call                   | Repeat call 2nd 4    | Response                        
 
So it is broken down into 3 sets of 4 measures each.  An example would be: 
 

Hound Dog 
 

               A7 
4/4 You Ain't nothin but a ||: Hound Dog, | cryin all the | time. |  
              (Call) 
A7   D7         A7 
You Ain't nothin but a | Hound Dog, | cryin all the | time. |  
   (Repeated Call) 
A7  E7       D7 
Well you ain't | Never caught a rabbit and you | Ain't no friend of |  
  (Response) 
A7            
mine |                     :|| 
 
You need to memorize this progression.  The pattern is: 
 
4/4 ||: I     |(IV)  | (I)    |      | IV  |     | I    |      |  V   | IV    |  I   | (V)   :|| 
 
Even though that is the harmonic content of the song it is advisable to do 
something other than just to play the chords.  Do a Chuck Berry style 
accompaniment or a repeated riff.  Following is the Blues Scale In A. 
 

Same progression could be used for Everyday I have the blues.
Everyday I have the blues 
Everyday 
Everyday I have the blues 
When you see me worryin' woman, honey, it's you I hate to lose 
Nobody loves me 
Nobody seems to care 
Yes, nobody loves me 
Nobody seems to care 
Speaking of worries and trouble darling, you know I've had my share 
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This song is a straight 1/8th nots – no swing, no shuffle.
Count 1, &, 2, &, 3, &, 4, &

Blues scale in ‘A’ –
Low G 4th string.

Faux introduction
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This song is a shuffle.  Think: long, short, long, short etc.
For a variation try putting C7 on the last measure of C 
before the F chord.
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Strum D Du D Du counted 1 2& 3 4&
Intro low G



This is an 8-bar blues – Great 
variation
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Another way to play the last 2 measures of each verse is:
2 beats each A  D7 A E7 – This is one of many ”turnarounds”



Not a strictly blues but a blues 
feel
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This is complete

The one at the bottom is much easier.



Blues Scales In D
Simple D blues scale 

Moveable D Blues Scale

Below is the scale played if you start on a certain fret.

Fret  Blues Scale 
2 D 
3 Eb 
4 E 
5 F 
6 F# or Gb 
7 G 
8 Ab 
9 A 
10 Bb 
11 B 
12 C 
 



Route 66 
by Bobby Troup (1946) 

 

Intro:   G   .   | D   .     .     .   | C   .     .     .   | G   .     .     .   |  .     .     .       
 
 .  | G    .     .      .  | C      .     .     .  | G     .     .     .   |  .     .  
If   you---   ev--- er  plan to   mo-tor west           
 

 .       .    | C     .      .     .            |  .       .       .        .   | G    .     .     .   |  .    . 
Tra---vel   my way,      take the   high-way that's the  best 
 

 .       .     | D      .     .     .   | C       .      .     .   | G    .     .     .   | D7   .     .    
Get  your  kicks            on  Route      Six-ty   Six 
 
 .  | G       .     .       .    | C     .     .     .   | G   .    .   
It   winds---   from Chi-- ca-- go  to   L.   A.           
 

 .        .     | C    .      .       .      |  .       .     .     .   | G    .    .    .   |  .    . 
More than two---    thou-sand  miles      all  the way  
 

 .       .    | D       .     .     .   | C       .      .     .   | G    .     .     .   | D7   . 
Get your  kicks            on   Route      Six-ty   Six 
 

Bridge:   .       .    | G\   ---         ---        ---    | C\     ---         ---       ---  |  
         Now you go  thru St. Louie,           Jop--- lin, Mis-souri 
 

         G\     ---      ---      ---      | G7     .      .       
         Okla-homa City  looks    migh-ty   pretty 
 

          .       | C     .      .       .   |  .     .     .     .   | G           .       .      .     .   |   .     .     .     .  |  
         You'll  see---     Am-- a--- rillo,                   Gallup, New Mex-i--- co 
 

         D              .        .       .     | C             .           .         .           
         Flagstaff, Ari--- zona,        Don't for-get Wi-nona 
 

         G       .        .       .       | D7    .          .        
         King-man,  Bar-stow,  San  Berna-dino 
 
  .       | G    .     .     .   | C     .          .       .  | G    .     .     .  |  .     .     .    
Won't you-------     get  hip  to this time-ly   tip                    
 

  .              | C     .     .     .    |   .     .     .      .  | G    .     .     .  |  .     . 
When you  take-------     that  Ca--- li--- forn-ia  trip 
 

 .       .     | D      .     .     .   | C       .      .      .   | G    .     .     .   | D7   .     .     .  |  
Get your   kicks           on   Route      Six-ty    Six 
 

Instrumental:  G   .    .    .  | C   .    .    .  | G   .    .    .  |  .    .    .    .  |  
 
                   C    .    .    .  | .    .    .    .  | G   .    .    .  |  .    .    .    .  |  
 
                   D    .    .    .  | C   .    .    .  | G   .    .    .  | D7  . 

This song was done by many artists from Nat King Cole to the 
Rolling Stones.  This is a 12-bar blues in the key of ’G’.  



Break -

•Be sure to get up and 
stretch.
•Please put money in the 
donation box.  This pays 
for the Meetup app that 
we use and other 
expenses. 
•Have some refreshments –
These are given to us by 
the Belmont Library.  Be 
sure to thank them!



Linda Lou 
 
12 bar blues in A until bridge: 
 

4/4 ||: A  | D  | A    |        | D   |        |  A    |       | E     | D    | A   |     : || 
Bridge | D     | A    | D      | A       | D      |A     | B7  | E7  || 
 

 ||:A       |  D                                                |A |            |    
Well, they call my sister Sally but her real name, her real name is Linda Lou.            Well, they  
 

D     |              | A         |   | 
call my sister Sally but her real name, her real name is Linda Lou.           Well that  
 

E   |D                                         |A                   |  : || 
girls so pretty you never know what my baby’s gonna do. My Linda Lou 
 

We’ll go walking on the street, all the guys all the guys they turn and look around. 
Well they are always batting eyes never know never know what my babies putting out. 
We’ll go walking on the street, all the guys all the guys they turn and look around 
Everybody always tells me I’m the luckiest man around. 
 

Here’s why:  (Bridge)  
    |D7                         |A 
I’m gonna marry that girl next Saturday night. 
 

D7           |A 
Keep her home for the rest of my life. 
 

D7                                      |A                                    |B7                                  |E7                        || 
From now on my roaming days are through and it’s all because of that chick Linda Lou. 
 

Now tell me tell me, tell me, tell me, what am I gonna do?   
I had a real bad dream last night someone said someone said that we were through. 
Now if you ever leave you gonna break my poor my poor heart in two. My Linda Lou. 
 

Yeah, Linda Lou, My Linda Lou, Linda Lou, Love my Linda Lou 
Well I love that baby, my chick Linda Lou 
 
 

Jump Jive And Wail 
 

        A                 |                                    |      |    | D                     |                               | A    | 
4/4 ||: Baby, baby it looks like it’s gonna hail.       Baby, baby it looks like it’s gonna hail.   
 

A                    |E7                            | D                                            |A                    |            : || 
             Better come inside let me teach you how to jump, jive and wail. 
(Chorus) 
Yeah, you gotta jump, jive and then you wail, you gotta jump, jive and then you wail. You gotta 
jump, jive and then you wail, you gotta jump, jive and then you wail.  You gotta jump, jive and 
then you wail away. 
 

Yeah, Papa’s in the ice box looking for a can of ale. Papas in the ice box looking for a can of ale. Said Mama’s on 
the front porch learning how to jive and wail. 
 

Chorus 
 

Said, a woman is a woman and a man ain’t nothin’ but a man. Said, a woman is a woman and a man ain’t nothin’ 
but a man.  Said one thing about them, they know how to jump, jive and wail. 
 

Chorus 
 

You know what I heard?  Jack and Jill went up hill to get a pail.  I said, Jack and Jill went up hill to get a pail.  
Ah, Jill stood up wants to learn how to jive and wail. 
 
 
 



A minor blues.  

 
Page - 2008 Click For Contents 

Produced by http://ozbcoz.com Jim's Ukulele Songbook gCEA Ukulele Tuning 

11/09/2018 
 

 

Summertime [Dm] 
, writer:George and Ira Gershwin , DuBose Heyward 

George Gershwin 
 

Intro: [Dm] [A7] [Dm] [A7] [Dm] [A7] [Dm] 
 

Summer [Dm] time [A7] [Dm] 
And the [A7] livin' is [Dm] easy [A7] [Dm] 
Fish are [Gm] jumpin' [Gm7] [Bb] 
And the cotton is [E7] high 
Oh, your daddy's [Dm] rich [A7] [Dm] 
And your [A7] ma is good [Dm] lookin' [A7] [Dm] 
So [F] hush, little [Dm] baby; [Gm] don't [Bb] you [Dm] cry [A7] [Dm] 

 
One of these [Dm] mornings [A7] [Dm] 
You're gonna [A7] rise up [Dm] singing [A7] [Dm] 
Then you'll [Gm] spread your wings [Gm7] [Bb] 
And you'll take to the [E7] sky 
But 'til that [Dm] morning [A7] [Dm] 
There ain't [A7] nothin' can [Dm] harm you [A7] [Dm] 
With [F] daddy and [Dm] mammy [Gm] stand- [Bb] in' [Dm] by [A7] [Dm] 

 
Summer [Dm] time [A7] [Dm] 
And the [A7] livin' is [Dm] easy [A7] [Dm] 
Fish are [Gm] jumpin' [Gm7] [Bb] 
And the cotton is [E7] high 
Oh, your daddy's [Dm] rich [A7] [Dm] 
And your [A7] ma is good [Dm] lookin' [A7] [Dm] 
So [F] hush, little [Dm] baby; [Gm] don't [Bb] you [Dm] cry [A7] [Dm] 

 
One of these [Dm] mornings [A7] [Dm] 
You're gonna [A7] rise up [Dm] singing [A7] [Dm] 
Then you'll [Gm] spread your wings [Gm7] [Bb] 
And you'll take to the [E7] sky 
But 'til that [Dm] morning [A7] [Dm] 
There ain't [A7] nothin' can [Dm] harm you [A7] [Dm] 
With [F] daddy and [Dm] mammy [Gm] stand- [Bb] in' [Dm] by [A7] [Dm] 



The Thrill is Gone 
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• Play chord 1 beat - stop sound.  All A’s can be A7.
• On A7 you can add in 2nd string 3rd fret to the A7 chord.



 

 
Tacit – Hit the chord one time then mute on Beats 2, 3 and 4.  
Can transpose to make it easier:  Suggest do it in the key of D  So the E7 becomes D7 the 
A7 becomes 
G7 and the B7 becomes A7. 
 
To solo you would use the D minor pentatonic scale.  Will draw on the board.   See Below 
– D Blues Scale 

 

To solo use the ‘E’ Blues Scale below!



                         Produced by http://ozbcoz.com   Jim's Ukulele Songbook                             gCEA Ukulele Tuning

11/09/2018

Page - 1562        Click For Contents 




